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Fig. 1. Spots where a Black Kite
was discovered dead and its

feathers were scattered
around (August 1 2006).

A : Spot where a Black
Kite was discovered dead.

B : Spot where the feathers
were scattered around.
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Fig. 2. A dead Black Kite with a deep gash
on the back (August 1 2006).
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Record of a Black Kite Milvus migrans colliding with a wind turbine at Cape Sada, western Japan

Hisashi Matsuda

1-933 Gotanda, Yawatahama city, Ehime 796-8010, Japan

Avian collisions with wind turbines have increasingly been reported as wind farms have recently
increased in number in Japan. Twenty—four collisions have been reported from across Japan with the
exception of Shikoku, one of the four main Japanese islands. On August 1, 2006, however, a Black
Kite Milvus migrans was discovered dead in a wind farm located at Cape Sada in the westernmost tip
of Shikoku, western Japan. The Black Kite lay dead with a deep gash on the back approximately 4.5
m from a turbine tower. This is the first report of a bird collision with a wind turbine in Shikoku.

A large number of migratory birds concentrate in spring and summer at Cape Sada, where 60 wind
turbines will come into operation. Therefore a systematic study of the effect of wind turbines on birds

is urgently required
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